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CUNY exceeds fundraising goals
BY LISA FRASER
STAFF WRITER

In March, CUNY Chancellor
Matthew Goldstein announced that
CUNY has reached its fundraising
goal of $1.2 billion three years in
advance.
The “Invest in CUNY, Invest in
New York: Expanding the Vision”
campaign which began in 2004 is
the first of its kind in CUNY’s history according to The New York
Times.
“I think it is just fantastic that
CUNY has beaten its fundraising
goal by three years,” said Ben Guttmann, vice-president of legislative
affairs for the Undergraduate Student Government.
The most recent gift CUNY received was $25 million by Bernard
Spitzer, father of ex-governor, Elliot
Spitzer. Spitzer’s donation will go
exclusively toward the newly renovated architecture school at City
College. Bernard graduated from
City College in 1943.
Despite the economy, CUNY is
gaining in fundraising. More than
200 donors, many graduates, gave
at least $1 million. And according
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to The CUNY Daily Brief,
circulated by the Office
of University Relations, a bulk of the
money raised will
go toward student
services, new faculty, scholarships
and
building
CUNY’s
resources.
For CUNY,
whose student
population body
reigns from all
over the world, it
came as a surprise
to those who were
skeptical about the
ambitious goal.
The Times reported that Roger Benjamin,
president of the council for aid to
education, a nonprofit group that
tracks college fundraising, said that
CUNY’s campaign was unusual for
a public system that historically
attracted immigrant and workingclass students.
“[CUNY still doesn’t] raise as
much money as Yale or Harvard
but it’s a real success story,” Benjamin told The Times.

BUSINESS

Goldstein is expanding the fundraising goal to $3 billion by the end of 2015 but realizes
that it might be harder given the
economic downturn.
However, as long as CUNY remains affordable, more highly
qualified students like David Bauer
of Macaulay Honors College, who
was recently named a 2009 Rhodes
Scholar, will choose CUNY for years
to come, raising the bar of the pub-
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lic university that gives opportunity
to all. Success stories like this could
influence alumnus to give back
to their respective colleges in
even greater numbers in the
future.
Despite a deepening recession, CUNY is also seeing a
jump in enrollment. In the
CUNY Matters winter 2009
issue, the article “CUNY
Enrollment Skyrockets” illustrates a 25 percent increase in
total CUNY enrollment.
Colleges have more than
doubled freshman enrollment
with high school averages of 85
percent or better. Graduate enrollment is up 15 percent with 224,253
new students compared to 194,994
in 1999.
“This goes to show that CUNY
and Baruch truly are top notch institutions that produce successful
alumni,” said Guttmann. “All signs
point to this college being on a
steep upward trajectory and that
is good for all of us students, past,
present and future.”
David Shanton, of the College
Advancement office, could not be
reached for comment.
ILLUSTRATION BY KORCAN YURDACAN I THE TICKER

SCIENCE

With the $1 million gift from the
Harnisch Foundation last December, Baruch’s newly established
department of journalism has fresh
initiatives set in motion.
According to Geanne Rosenberg, chair of the journalism and
writing profession, this generous
contribution will be the basis for
special projects and developments
created to advance the future of
sustainable journalism at the college.
In order to create a high functioning environment for student
work, the department has plans to
open Studio H. This multimedia
news lab, classroom and newsroom will be an upgrade to the current technology and facilities used
by journalism students. Upon its
completion within the upcoming
year, students and members of the
department will benefit from the
professional setting.
The East 20s Project is the local
news site that will create an opportunity for students to publish clips
reported on outside of Baruch. Not
only will the site be used as a venue
for news reporting, students will
gain experience with networking
while staying connected to the Baruch community.
“Projects like the East 20s
should provide internships and
ways for students to be more involved actively with the medium,”
said Rosenberg.
According to Rosenberg, with
the slow decline in newspapers and
the growing interest in online media, prospective journalists need to
be more equipped with multimedia
skills. The News Literacy program is
a pending course that will allow students to learn about credible news
and gain knowledge of retrieving
accurate sources for their stories
for majors and non-majors.
“This program is relevant in the
sense that it will help educate the
broader student population,” said
Rosenberg. “However, it is still in
the early planning stages.”
The department’s break away
from the English discipline was a
milestone at Baruch and students
can look forward to another turning point. Within the business
communications program, the department will form the new minor
focused on business writing. This
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] USG contenders clash
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NEWS EDITOR

NEWS EDITOR

MONDAY 4/20
Undergraduate Student Government elections kicked off at midnight. Check your Baruch e-mail
account for instructions on how to
vote online. Online polls will close
this Thursday at 11:59 p.m.

TUESDAY 4/21
Zicklin Graduate Tax Society will
host “Networking with Professionals from Eisner Accountants and
Advisors” from 12:40 to 2:20 p.m.
in VC Room 11-145. Eisner will be
presenting information on their tax
division, internship and employment opportunities.

WEDNESDAY 4/22
Baruch College Student Health
Services will be administering free
HPV vaccines to females from 1 to 7
p.m at the Health Center at 138 East
26th St.
Hillel will host “Six-Figure Start:
How Can I get a Finance Job?”
from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. in VC Room
2-125.

THURSDAY 4/23
The department of political science
will host “Bridging the Divide? Academic Scholarship and the IsraeliPalestinian Conflict” featuring
Professor Dov Waxman from 1 to 2
p.m. in Room 903 of the 17 Lexington Building.

A third floor lecture hall heated
up on April 7 as the three candidates for Undergraduate Student
Government president butted
heads over hot topics like student
space, Vertical Campus repairs
and promoting more student involvement. Ben Guttmann of One
Baruch, Tanvir Hossain of New Baruch Alliance and Daniel Levine of
FUSG answered hardball questions
from moderator Michael Wursthorn, editor-in-chief of The Ticker,
the event’s host.
It was clear each candidate had
a different vision for USG’s direction next year. Topping Hossain’s
list was to “counter commuter culture” at Baruch by sponsoring student trips and promoting “personal
and professional networking.”
He explained slashing the cost of
USG-sponsored Baruch Bash from
$60,000 to $30,000 would provide
enough funding for these trips.
“Now, we can’t do this alone.
The first thing I’m going to do as
president is meet with every single
[club] president individually and
hear their vision, hear what they
want out of us,” said Hossain. Later
in the debate, he mentioned the
plan to rename the USG office to
the “Center for Collaboration.”
The freshman slammed the current USG by calling the club social,
a monthly event club members are
highly recommended to attend,
“nothing but a sausage fest.”
“[Club social] is a waste of time
and money because it gets nothing
accomplished,” said Hossain.

Guttmann, USG’s vice president
of legislative affairs, discussed the
desire to double the responses on
USG’s BaruchProblems.com, a site
for students to air their concerns,
next year. This year, the website recorded about 300 student concerns
that have been brought to the current USG’s attention.
“What we need to do is respond
to student concerns and make life
better for every single student that
walks through the door, all 13,000
of them,” said Guttmann.
Levine, whose party’s ticket has
only one other person, vice-presidential candidate Jason Huang,
noted the importance of increasing Baruch’s recognition outside of
CUNY by hosting competitions and
events with other schools like Columbia, M.I.T. and NYU.
The three candidates spoke
on the issue of student space during the 17 Lexington’s upcoming
renovations. While Levine vaguely
discussed plans of creating more
office hours to better organize student space, Guttmann mentioned
initiatives the current USG already
has in place.
“This past year, we worked with
the administration to gain access to
the 14th floor [conference room],
especially [VC Room] 14-220
for student events,” he said. “We
shouldn’t be renting the space out
from underneath the students feet
there, especially when there’s 172
clubs on campus.”
Unlike Guttmann’s stance, Hossain revealed what he referred to as
a “secret,” that the 17 Lex. renovations would not affect students. He
spoke of the need to “move Baruch

to the 21st century” by creating an
online network, allowing clubs and
organizations to reserve rooms for
events.
Hossain, Guttmann and Levine
also disagreed when asked if repairs in the VC were a priority for
them. Hossain dodged the question
by comparing the current USG to a
closed box, representing the lack of
communication between clubs and
USG.
“You can see my box right here
pretty much represents the USG
office at the moment. It’s a closed
box, it doesn’t open and it’s hard
to get into,” Hossain said, kicking a
small box labeled “USG Office.”
Guttmann shot back, “I’ll tell
you what we’ve done instead of
playing with props,” and explained
that after meeting with Jim Lloyd,
the assistant vice-president of campus operations, several times in the
past, the escalators should be fully
working by the fall.
“[Baruch] took money out of
the CUNY emergency fund for the
escalators because when they’re
stopped, they’re essentially stairs
and these are not regulation sized
stairs and people can hurt themselves,” said Guttmann.
Levine expressed that he did not
feel it was USG’s job to fix the escalators and elevators and suggested
“urban planning tricks” like cutting
out the fifth floor stop from the elevators in the main atrium.
The candidates were asked their
opinions on the Baruch’s double
major policy, barring students
from double majoring in the Zicklin School of Business. Hossain said
that his party has already gained

Steinem honored for efforts

President Kathleen Waldron’s support, but that they will seek to convince faculty that students are capable of double majoring.
“The reason why President Waldron is on Tanvir’s side on this one
is because we [USG] brought it up
to her,” Guttmann countered, saying that USG is “currently” working
on getting a double major program
in Zicklin approved.
“I didn’t look into this very.
much, do I get points for honesty,”
said Levine.
The three candidates’ closing
statements varied in terms of topic.
The need for a better recycling program and a composting system was
Levine’s focus. Guttmann spoke of
improving the fitness center in the
ARC and the need for more seating
inside and outside of the VC. After
taking one last jab at One Baruch,
saying that the party’s platform is
primarily made up of initiatives already in place by the current USG,
Hossain discussed the importance
of increasing entertainment on
campus and creating “systematic
assistance,” USG’s “biggest failure,”
in his opinion.
“I began a club earlier this year
and I had not once met with the
president of USG at the time,” said
Hossain. “And when the time came
for USG to actually stand up for us,
they failed to do that as well.”
Hossain’s comment elicited an
outburst from Guttmann who was
then silenced by Wursthorn.
Electronic USG election polls
opened today at 12:01 a.m. and
will close on Thursday at 11:59 p.m.
Check your Baruch e-mail for voting instructions.

Journalism
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Baruch College Student Health
Services will be administering free
HPV vaccines to females from 9 to
11 a.m. at the Health Center at 138
E. 26th St.
Office of Services for Students with
Disabilities will be hosting an event
discussing how the student technology fee benefits students with
disabilities from 12:30 to 2 p.m. in
VC Room 14-280.

FRIDAY 4/24
The Turkish Students Association
will host “A Night in Anatolia” from
6 to 9 p.m. in Multipurpose Room
VC 1-107.
Asian Heritage Month Celebration
will host “Asian Fusion Fashion
Show: Tour of Asia” from 7 to 10
p.m. in Mason Hall.

Corrections
In the last issue of The Ticker, it was
incorrectly stated that the fight in
the Game Room occurred on Friday, March 20. The fight occurred
on Thursday, March 19.
In the last issue of The Ticker, it was
incorrectly stated that the Sidney
Harman Writer-in-Residence is
currently in its 22nd year. The program is in its 11th year.

Visit theticker.org

BY CYNTHIA VIA
specialization will be separate from
the business journalism major and
is looking for approval within the
upcoming months.
“This minor will be a real service
to students and will address the
need for students to improve their

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Baruch College welcomed Gloria Steinem to the 15th annual Addison Gayle Memorial Lecture on
April 1.
Steinem is a noted feminist,
writer and journalist but has recently focused her efforts as an organizer combating gender-based
inequalities.
Steinem celebrated the memory
of celebrated literary critic, writer
and former City College professor
Addison Gayle in a lecture entitled
“The Longest Revolution.” She was
introduced by a panel of four speakers. Jeffrey Peck, dean of Weissman
School of Arts and Sciences, called
her an “icon of the feminist movement.”
Kathleen Waldron, Baruch college president, spoke of being “inspired” by Steinem and communications Professor Sara Ryan called
her a “courageous feminist leader.”
Lastly, “the most humane individual I’ve met” were the words used
to describe Steinem by English
Professor Tuzyline Allan, who is in
charge of organizing the Addison
Gayle Memorial Lecture series.
Allan also noted that Steinem
is an “eye witness of American history” whose work has influenced
the convergence of the civil rights
movement and the women’s liberation movement of the 60s.
Steinem spoke of her experience working with Addison Gayle
back when she first started out as
a journalist. She worked with him
“at a time when he was thought of
as Negro, not African-American
or American,” she said. They both
shared “empathy for their audience.”

“This is a new,
forward-thinking
department ... ”
JOSHUA KU I THE TICKER

Noted feminist Gloria Steinem spoke of her life experiences in early April.
She then went on to thank him
for always being understanding of
her work.
“He listened with his unspoken
knowledge,” she said of Gayle.
Steinem looks to a future where
people won’t think that “your genitals control your brain or that the
pigment of your skin matters.”
She calls these race and gender
categories “fiction.” We should not
concentrate on the generalized differences. It’s the unique differences
that are important, according to
Steinem.
Steinem stressed that the civil
rights and women’s movement, as
well as the strides made in gay and
lesbian rights propelled in tandem.
The confluence of individuals challenging the status quo fueled the
radical changes that took place
during the 60s.
“She simply did not concentrate
on feminism but focused on any

kind of oppression,” said Thomas
Shoemaker, a BCTC videographer,
when asked about Steinem’s lecture.
Born in Toledo, Ohio in 1934,
Steinem graduated from Smith College in 1956 and won a fellowship
to study in India, an experience
which heightened her awareness of
human suffering and poverty.
She went on to co-found the
National Women’s Political Caucus
and began to encourage women’s
participation in the 1972 election.
In that same year, she became the
editor of the first mass circulated
feminist magazine Ms.
It was the only magazine controlled by women at the time. Her
more prominent books include,
“Outrageous Acts and Everyday
Rebellions” (1963) and “Marilyn:
Norma Jean” (1986). In 1993, she
was inducted into the National
Women’s Hall of Fame.

-Roslyn Bernstein,
Journalism professor

writing ability, to be able to write in
a well organized way, regardless of
their chosen field,” said Rosenberg.
Sponsored by the Harnisch
grant, a new course, ENG 3900,
“Topics in Journalism: Political
Reporting,” will be offered for the
upcoming second summer session.
In collaboration with the Gotham
Gazette, students can get the opportunity to cover local city council elections and candidates, while
working to get stories published.
In addition to the initial gift, the
Harnisch Foundation has also provided the department with $60,000
to go toward scholarships for juniors majoring in journalism.
“This is a new, forward-thinking department and it’s exciting
because students are ensured the
wide range possibilities and experiences for future success,” said Professor Roslyn Bernstein.
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Another successful year for Relay
BY MEGAN LAW
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Baruch’s gymnasium became
a dorm for one night, as the fifth
annual Relay For Life raised over
$68,000 on April 3.
The event had over 1,000 Baruch
and Hunter students participate
and fundraise for the American
Cancer Society.
According to the organization’s
website, Relay is an overnight event
that invites a community to participate in the fight against cancer.
Relay has three purposes: to celebrate the lives of those who have
battled cancer, to remember loved
ones lost to the illness, and to fight
back against the disease.
According to Alyssa Wick, Relay’s overall chairperson, a main
objective of this year’s Relay was to
increase fundraising in an effort to
surpass the $66,000 total amount
raised at last year’s event.
“I think that we did very well
overall considering the economic
climate and we made a lot of changes from last year in hopes that we
would be able to increase our fundraising and we did,” said Wick.
Tom Saitta served as chairperson for Relay’s sponsorship subcommittee, which was a new program this year. He and committee
members developed the best strategy to reach out to participants to
propel fundraising this year.
The committees created four
incentives to encourage an early
start in fundraising which spanned
from online recognition to logos on
the back of shirts given out at the
event.
“The committee and I are very
pleased with the results. We had
certain teams raise more than they
ever had,” said Saitta. “This was our
goal from the start and it is easily
reflected in the overall amount we
raised this year.”

Many clubs and organizations
formed teams and participated in
the event. They included Undergraduate Student Government,
Golden Key Honor Society and Phi
Eta Sigma. There were also several
representatives from Hunter College. Throughout the night, a member from each team walked around
the track to demonstrate their support for this cause.
New sponsorship teams were
Gamma Rho Chapter of Alpha Phi
Delta National Fraternity, the Student Academic Consulting Center,
Team Overcome and The Ticker.
An important part of Relay is the
Luminaria Ceremony. A luminaria
is a decorated illuminated bag,
which represents someone
special
s
who has been aff
ffected by
cancer. Team memm
mbers
and
volunteers
place lit bags
around
the
track during the
event and participants gather
on stage to share
their experiencess
with the disease.
In addition, men
e
en
and women wrote
ro
ote
letters that began
eggan
with “Dear Cancer
e …
er
” Their personall accounts evoked emotion
motion
from the audience and expressed
strength and defiance against the
disease.
There were also several activities that took place to raise money
for the ACS. For instance, there
were dodgeball, basketball, soccer,
ping-pong and poker tournaments.
Participants also played a real life
version of Mario Kart and the video
game Rock Band. They also participated in karaoke, bachelor and
bachelorette auctions, speed dating and Twister.

DENIS GOSTEV AND JOHN LEE I THE TICKER

A handmade hope sign glowed during Relay For Life’s Luminaria Ceremony (inset) on April 3.
In addition, Director of Student
Life Carl Aylman, USG Upper Senator Ben Guttmann, USG President
Rezwanna Hoque, Lexicon Editorin-Chief Tiffany Lynch and Ticker
Editor-in-Chief Michael Wursthorn
volunteered to be pied in the face
in order to raise money.
A raffle took place as well with
prizes like an iPod Nano donated
by Tech Serve, an iPod speaker, a
Dell printer, picture frames and
tickets to see the rapper Nas.

As part of the All-Star Program,
Victoria Lee and Kellie Clark received awards for their fundraising efforts. They raised over $4,000
and $3,000, respectively. In addition, Aylman, Maria Scognamiglio
and Macy Chung-Trinh received
awards as Pacesetters, who raised
over $1,000 each.
Wick explained that plans have
already been initiated for next
year’s Relay, which include maintaining relationships with teams

and sponsors over the summer.
In addition, a survey was distributed to participants asking
what changes they would like to see
at next year’s event. Wick intends
to evaluate people’s responses in
order to obtain new ideas for next
year.
“I’m very happy with this year’s
outcome,” said Wick. “The event
went very smoothly and I’m proud
of my committee for that.”
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Opinions
EDITORIALS

POLITICAL CARTOON

DO NOT WASTE YOUR
CHANCE TO VOTE
Another year has passed and it is time to elect a new
undergraduate student government. The future of the school
lies in the hands of those quick to criticize anything and
everything that is wrong with this institution.
Each Baruch student has an opportunity for their voice to be
heard by casting their votes during this week’s elections. From
April 20 to April 23, students will vote for Fix Undergraduate
Student Government, New Baruch Alliance or One Baruch.
One of these three will represent the student body and make
critical decisions affecting everyone next year. For this reason,
it is imperative that each student votes.
Some of the issues that affect the student body include
cleanliness of bathrooms, broken escalators, malfunctioning of
elevators or the poor condition of the Game Room and Fitness
Center. There is always something that needs to be improved.
It is up to the students to choose who they feel will bring about
change and address these issues.
There is a platform for everyone. One Baruch has vowed
to continue its cleaning up of Baruch by building upon last
year’s platform. New Baruch Alliance appears cool, calm and
collected while pointing out that there is no transparency
between the current student government and students. FUSG,
while taking humor and honesty to attract voters, is intent on
fixing the undergraduate student government and addressing
environmental issues.
When the next semester rolls around and there is an issue
that has bothered you for a period of time that still has not been
addressed, remember this moment. Remember when you had
an opportunity to make a difference and cast your vote. You
may feel that your single vote has little to no impact on the
outcome of the election. However, when enough people vote,
there will be a true representation of the student body.
The election will take place from April 20 to April 23.
You can place your online vote by accessing your Baruch
e-mail account. As a student of Baruch College, consider it a
responsibility, requiring little effort, which will go a long way
in making your college experience more enjoyable.

NEW SCHOOL PROTESTERS
BROUGHT TO JUSTICE
The New School protesters received justice on April 10,
following their failed bid to topple school President Bob Kerrey.
In taking over the school’s graduate faculty building on Fifth
Avenue, the students mangled a security guard’s leg, slamming
a door on it and forcing him to receive treatment at St. Vincent’s
Hospital.
The students should be made an example of and expelled
for their horrendous actions. What they did flies in the face of
acceptable ways of negotiating. Immaturity and brash decisions
ruled that April 10 day and should make many people wonder
about how college students handle a confrontation. Discussion,
negotiation and politics would have done more than a hostile
takeover of school property, but instead, they resorted to
terrorism.
The students did not perform the terrorism seen in other
parts of the world. Instead, it was less hostile, but still terrorizing
nonetheless. The storming of the graduate center and attack
on a security guard are gross examples of how the New School
in Exile resorted to scarring their community in order to have
their demands met.
Anything less than an expulsion gives other students,
unhappy with their administration, the idea to topple their
administration through hostile means. A suspension or a slap
on the wrist will bolster others to take over a building, instead
of sitting at a table and speaking with one another.
Make an example of these terrorists and expel them.

COMMENT ON THE
EDITORIALS
VISIT THETICKER.ORG
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YOUR LETTERS
Letter Policy
The Ticker welcomes correspondence from all readers. When a submission is made, please include your
name, graduation year and organization title, if applicable. Letter submissions should not exceed 250
words. The Ticker reserves the right to edit submissions for clarity and length. Submissions should be
sent each Wednesday by 5 p.m. to opinions@theticker.org.
President or Socialite?
January 20, 2009 was a historic day for
many people including then Presidentelect Barack Obama: his inauguration as
the 44th President of the United States of
America. Since that historic moment, he
hasn’t really done much. He has signed
off on bills such as the economic stimulus bill and the DTV bill, which delayed
the transition from analog to digital television until June 12.
However, news reporters are focusing
on his new dog, his wife’s sense of fashion and other things that are worthy of
celebrity attention. It’s very questionable
of his real pursuit to restore the American
economy and further its development. If
people are so obsessed with the things
he does unrelated to his presidency, then
why not ask him to join them for a cup of
coffee and gab about what his next outing adventure at the Rocky Mountains
will be like?
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In Response to Priscilla Posada’s “U.S.
Needs to Reach Out to Latin America”
Article:
“If American values aren’t desirable
in Cuba, why do Cuban refugees come
into this country as political refugees
every day and become productive members of our society, enjoying the gift of
living in a free society?”
-P. Pinheiro

“The U.S. currently maintains strong,
diplomatic relationships with the vast,
vast majority of Latin American nations.
Our relationships will not “unravel” because of our longstanding feud with a
hard-line, communist government just
90 miles from our shores.”
-Thomas

In Response to Sabrina Smith’s “NYMIA
Talks Touring Business” Article:
“I personally believe that the event
didn’t need a performance to “liven”
it up. The panelists alone were able to
brighten up the event with conversation about some of the most interesting
things ever. Subject matter such as concerts, touring, venues, bands and etc. are
enough to get any person drooling.”
-Anonymous
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VISIT THETICKER.ORG
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I expect more from him, especially
considering the fact that so many people
are depending on him while he swore to
uphold the Constitution to the best of his
ability. Perhaps it’s his charming smile
or that he’s into making friends instead
of taking things seriously. But such is the
case with all the politicians: all promise,
hardly any change. That should be the
universal slogan for those that say they
will get the country back on track.
-Nichonar Peters, Class of 2009
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The opinions expressed on this
page are those of the individual
writers, and do not necessarily
represent those of The Ticker.
The Ticker opinion page
welcomes submissions from
students and faculty. They can be
e-mailed to oped@theticker.org
or delivered to The Ticker office
on the third floor of the Vertical
Campus, Suite 3-290.

Letters must be signed and will
appear as space permits. The
word limit is 400 words. Essays
must be 300 - 600 words. The
editor reserves the right to edit
and condense submissions for
length as well as clarity.
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No credit given
Underclassmen cannot get credit
and simply wait their turn for real
life experience.
for internships due to their inability
to be admitted to Baruch College’s
When asked why this policy was
three acclaimed schools; The School
enacted, a telephone representative
of Public Affairs, The Weissman
from Baruch College’s Career
School of Arts and Sciences and
Development Center responded
The Zicklin School of Business.
by saying, “We found that many
internships for freshmen and
Seemingly ageism at its finest, the
sophomores had interns serving
question remains: How are those
coffee or checking employer’s
eager freshmen and sophomores
meant to get that invaluable
e-mails for them. They (the interns)
internship experience if the majority
didn’t really do anything relating to
of mid-level internships are unpaid
their major, as opposed to juniors
and requires the reception of
or seniors who had the opportunity
credit?
to do real work.”
A quick look at Baruch College’s
Yet, a junior from Baruch College,
who interns at Northwestern Mutual
STARR Career Development
Center website will tell the
Financial Network, which
tale that hits close to home
was listed in CNN’s top five
for the underclass student
internships in America,
population of Baruch College.
does exactly what the
telephone operator at
A job listing by Citibank, a
CDC insisted was the
company, who despite its
reason that freshmen
recent fiscal performance is
one of the nation’s largest and
and sophomores are not
most opportune companies
allowed credit; serve
to work for, reads, “Spring
coffee, check e-mails, take
M. ANAS UDDIN
Semester Intern (credit).”
calls and messages.
The job description seems
What are those eager
and ambitious underclassmen
like an interesting place to intern
for any undergraduate student
meant to do? A representative from
including duties such as “providing
the Career Development Center
account information and research
responded, “We encourage them to
assistance” and although the task
take part-time jobs to gain whatever
does not quite seem out of the scope
experience they want. This way,
they still get the experience and
of an 18 or 19-year-old high school
graduate, the candidate criteria
still get paid.”
nevertheless reads, “Must Receive
When one other student was
asked how he felt about the no
College Credit.”
Since a student cannot be
internship credit for underclassmen
admitted to Baruch’s three acclaimed
policy, he responded, “We can’t
schools without the completion of
simply wait our turn because to
do so would be to submit to the
a specified number of credits and
with the inclusion of courses such
very ageism that has plagued our
as Economic Analysis and Public
nation’s work force prior to this
Policy, Corporate Finance and
school’s establishment.”
Principles of Ecology while still
The No Child Left Behind
maintaining a specific minimum
Act doesn’t quite apply to those
freshmen and sophomores who
GPA, the assumption can be made
that students who do not meet the
were anxious to get their first foot
aforementioned criteria are meant
in the door at Citibank.
to take odd jobs to make ends meet
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AN EDITOR’S
DISCERNMENT
I relay to show cancer that
not even a tough economy
will impede our mission to
defeat it [the disease]. Out of
more than 1,000 participants
in this year’s CUNY Relay for
Life event, I probably had
the most impersonal reason
for participating. To me, it
wasn’t about the reason,
it was always about the
cause. There are few causes
that are bigger than cancer.
I consider myself extremely
lucky because I’m fully aware
that this disease does not
discriminate. It has no logical
methodology for choosing its
victims. It’s about the cause.
My experience at this year’s
relay for life was undoubtedly
the
most
rewarding
experience for me at Baruch.
It all started when I applied
to chair the
donations
committee
within the
Relay
for
Life event
planning
committee.
My task
was fairly EMMANUEL ONYENYILI
Business Editor
simple: get
as
many
local businesses as possible
to donate items to the event.
I began this task, only to find
out just how difficult it really
was to ask for donations
without a tangible incentive.
The barrage of “I’m
sorry but because of the
economy, we can’t afford
to donate” did not diminish
the value of my experience.
Conversely, my experience
was accentuated by three
key lessons I learned. I saw
how generous people can
be. Various sources ranging
from
Famous
Famiglia
who donated an enormous
amount of food to the event to
students who willingly bought
raffles even though they
knew that their chances of
winning the 16 gig iPod Nano
donated by Tekserve was slim.
They bought raffles for the
cause, not the prize, to help
stop cancer. Another lesson
I learned was to appreciate
individuals who work in
the non-profit sector. The
last thing I learned was how
important it is to actually
have a personal cause.
I truly believe that if we
are to grow as a society and if
our generation want to build
upon the strides made by
previous generations, we have
to place a renewed emphasis
on social causes. Everyone
needs to have a cause.
Whether it is cancer,
education,
poverty,
Alzheimer’s or any other
social cause that needs
funding for research. We can
no longer depend on big
fundraisers by the wealthy to
raise money for these causes;
everyone should contribute
because every new advocate
can make a difference.
While it may be our goal to
get an education and obtain
a respected position after
graduation, the decisions we
make during our four-year
journey will ultimately define
who we are to a greater extent.
I hope that students and
individuals find a cause
that they too can care for
and dedicate time to help
change and better society..
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Business
Consulting with Ainsberg
BY EMMANUEL ONYENYILI
BUSINESS EDITOR

 Alumnus

shares insights
with Baruch
students
Baruch graduate Arthur Ainsberg is a 40-year Wall Street veteran, offering his counsel during the
current state of the economy and
the job market.
The active alum received his
BBA in accounting in 1968 before
pursuing a MBA degree in 1972 for
finance at Baruch as well. Ainsberg
first pursued business when he enrolled at Baruch in 1964.
“Accounting would be a great
base for other business interests
that I would pursue in my career,”
he said. “Baruch was known as an
accounting school. Many of the accountants walking around in the
’60s were Baruch graduates and it
was easy to get a job coming from
Baruch if you majored in accounting.”
He also believed that a CPA certification had a very high value in society and being able to understand
and analyze financial statements
opened offered more options.
Ainsberg joined the mid-size
public accounting firm Oppenheim, Appel, Dixon & Company,
specializing in stock brokerage accounting, auditing and taxation. He
decided that Wall Street was where
he belonged though, and decided
to pursue his interest in the securities markets. Like many Baruch students today, Ainsberg pursued an
MBA degree in finance in the evenings while he worked full-time.
Equipped with his Baruch credentials and industry licenses, he
obtained several high profile and
senior management positions at
Oppenheimer & Co., Brahman
Capital Corp. and Bessent Capital Corp. Ainsberg was the founding CFO of Odyssey Partners, one
of the largest and most successful
hedge funds in history, along with
Jack Nash and Leon Levy.
Ainsberg was among 10 independent consultants after New
York Attorney General Elliot Spitzer
forced a settlement with 10 major
investment banks, following an investigation for its roles in the internet bubble. Each bank was required
to name a regulatory consultant,
and Ainsberg was named as the independent research consultant for
Morgan Stanley & Co.
Ainsberg currently heads Ainsberg Associates, a securities consulting firm he founded in 1986.
Ainsberg response to the proposed
tuition hikes for CUNY students
helps clarify why he is a widely respected figure in the industry.
“We have to look at the bigger
picture,” Ainsberg said. “Baruch
provides an extraordinary education, administration, faculty and
infrastructure at a reasonable cost
relative to other colleges and universities in this country. Accordingly, every student is getting extraordinary value for each dollar
invested.”
Ainsberg holds Baruch in high
regard, saying that it is a “very special place” not only because of the
first rate education it offers but also
because of the opportunity given to
thousands of students.
“Every year that goes by, the Baruch reputation has grown and the
folks who are graduating are the
beneficiary of that reputation growing,” he said.
Ainsberg has strived to remain

Ainsberg’s Book on Ernest Shackleton.
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Arthur Ainsberg class of 1968 (BBA) and 1972 (MBA).
active as a member of the Board
of Trustees, appearing as a guest
lecturer at Baruch on several occasions.
The Baruch alum helped establish the Baruch College/Merrill
Lynch Invitational Entrepreneurship Competition, an annual event
at Baruch where teams of students
develop concepts for new business and social entrepreneurial
ventures. Ainsberg also hopes that
current students graduating will
eventually play a role in the future
of Baruch by being active alumni.
Ainsberg placed importance
on technical knowledge and people skills, as an important set that
contributed to his success as a
Wall Street executive. “Being truly
knowledgeable about the businesses that you’re in is critical,” he said.
It is also important to be able to
work in an intense environment.
This is a skill that he believes needs
refining through a career.
“Finance people tend to be very
good at their technical skills,” said
Ainsberg. “But in the higher levels
of management, it becomes 40 percent technical skills and 60 percent
people skills. I don’t think people
spend enough time learning people skills and how other people
feel, relate and integrate into the
organization.”
He also stressed the importance
of knowing your strengths and
weaknesses. “If you have weaknesses, that means that you should
identify people who have strong
skills in those activities,” Ainsberg
said.
Ainsberg highlighted empathy as a chief tool. Levy, who he
described as one of the smartest
people he has ever worked with,
was once asked, “If you had to do
it all over again when you were in
school, what subject would you
emphasize?” According to Ainsberg, Levy’s answer was “psychology.” Ainsberg thought this was a
brilliant answer because “learning
the psychology of yourself and other people is extraordinarily helpful
in business and I think I’m always
trying to learn that.”
Even for a high profile Wall Street
executive like Ainsberg, learning
and improving never stops. He noted that the most challenging aspect
of his work is “always keeping the
fire in your belly” and always trying
to find new approaches and opportunities for your business model.
He continues to challenge himself with new endeavors by exploring areas such as writing. He is the
author of the book “Shackleton:
Leadership Lessons From Antarc-

tica.” The book tells the story of
Sir Ernest Shackleton, an explorer
who traveled to Antarctica in 1914
with the aim of crossing Antarctica on foot, but found himself in
a desperate position when his ship
got caught in the ice floes of the
Antarctic. Shackleton’s leadership
skills helped save his crew and fascinated Ainsberg, prompting him to
write the story. He noted that many
lessons illustrated through Shackleton’s leadership are applicable
in today’s business environment.
Some lessons include focusing on
your goals, having a very strong No.
2 if you are in a leadership position
and creating a friendly work environment.
Ainsberg believes that great
leadership is necessary for the
health and success of any organization.
“Although some people have
natural leadership skills, anyone
can be a great leader if they are motivated to be one,” said Ainsberg,
“Recognize who you are and what
your strengths are.”

He recommends that students
should do as much reading as they
can on leadership skills and look
to those they feel have exemplified
strong leadership.
When it comes to his management philosophy, Ainsberg said, “I
manage by consensus. I like to give
people the opportunity to express
themselves … with me making the
final decision.”
In a tough economy, Ainsberg
believes that students have to work
harder. He urges them to pursue
every avenue to obtain a job.
“It’s a big country and if a student isn’t carrying the baggage of
a family,” he said, ”you should be
open to moving to where the jobs
are.”
A student should be focused on
finding what they love, and obtain
a position with a company that
fits their passion. He encourages
students to read different publications to see society’s growth within
the next 10 to 20 years, plotting
where they can fit within some of
those industries.
Throughout his successful career, Ainsberg adhered to his strongest tenet: “living a highly ethical
business life.” Ainsberg said, “Nothing is more important than your
reputation.”
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Internships policy
bar underclassmen
BY RACHEL HONG
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Baruch College’s internship
policy prohibits students from applying for internship courses, forcing students to declare a major. This
policy limits Baruch’s ambitious
underclassmen who eagerly want
to start their business careers at an
early stage.
Many Baruch students pursue
degrees in business-related fields,
for this reason an internship could
provide students with valuable
hands-on experience. Students
can find internships that are either
paid or unpaid for college credit.
In the past, when the economy was
booming, underclassmen were able
to find internships with companies
that were willing to pay a stipend
or salary. With so many companies
cutting costs and lowering budgets,
students are having difficulty finding not only paid internships, but
regular unpaid opportunities as
well.
While many students want to
gain “real-world” experience, the
Zicklin School of Business has an
internship policy that does not
allow students to register for an
internship class, unless students
are part of the Zicklin School. In
addition, students can only be approved if they have a certain academic grade point average.
The school also uses class registrations to limit students’ abilities to register for internship-level
classes. Internship classes are advanced level courses that can only

Career Corner

HIRED !
NOW WHAT?
BY EVELYN YEOW
STARR CDC CORRESPONDANT

be taken once a student declares a
major, fulfills a 3000 level course for
their intended subject specialization or has a senior status.
“I don’t see the logic in this policy,” said Anastasiya Tsekhanovich,
a freshman who intends to double
major in advertising and literature. “The school is making a huge
mistake in its policy. Ambition in
young students should be encouraged and some students want to
pursue an internship to diversify
their interests even if they aren’t
attending Zicklin. This policy just
stands in the way of professional
enrichment for students.” Tsekhanovich had received an offer from a
public relations company, but had
to decline the offer because the college could not give her credit.
Margaret Fu, a sophomore who
just decided to pursue a marketing
degree, said that even though she
understood the policy’s intentions,
she still believes that underclassmen should unconditionally receive credit for unpaid internships.
“I think everyone has to start somewhere and isn’t that what the point
of an internship is anyway? To
learn?”
In response to the underclassmen’s concerns about Zicklin’s
internship policy, Phyllis Zadra, associate dean of the Zicklin School
of Business, explained that the
policy intends to ensure the quality of experience that students gain
through internships. “When you go
in with fewer skills, they give you
more junky work to do because they

don’t really have the confidence
that you’re going to have some of
the analytic skills to do things that
they might want you to do.”
Dean Zadra said that even
though she understood students’
anxiety in response to the economic downturn, she still believed
that underclassmen should devote
themselves to their studies and extracurricular activities to develop
skills needed for a meaningful internship in the future.
Theresa Conway, associate director of career and internship services at the STARR Career Development Center, agreed with Dean
Zadra’s perspective. Conway believes that it is crucial for students
to maintain a high GPA because it
will set students apart from their
peers.
The ideal time to obtain an internship, according to Conway is
“definitely not freshman [year]”
because freshmen students should
first acquaint themselves with Baruch’s resources and engage in extracurricular activities.
Conway urges underclassmen
to make appointments with SCDC
counselors to help students understand their interests and abilities as
well as learn about the best times to
look for potential internships.
According to Dean Zadra and
Conway, the current policy will not
be changed in the near future. Ambitious underclassmen will have
to wait for the economy to recover
and maybe then paid internships
will resurface.

When students get an
opportunity to work, whether an
internship or full-time offer, they
may be facing many challenges
as they make the transition
into an unfamiliar professional
world. The lifestyle, the clarity
of tasks and roles, performance
expectations and measures of
success at work are dramatically
different from those in college.
Ed Holton, the author of “The
Ultimate New Employee Survival
Guide” said, “Breaking into a
new career and becoming a
professional is not easy, yet the
success with which you negotiate
your first year is crucial to getting
a fast start in your career.”
The following tips and
guidelines, adapted from “The
Ultimate New Employee Survival
Guide,” should help you to
successfully make the transition
from school to work:
Be eager to learn. Being aware
of what you do not know is just as
important as knowing what you
do know. No one expects you to
jump right in and perform like
an expert. Rather, the company
expects you to “have acquired
some basic skills and to have
learned how to learn.” Managers
want enthusiastic learners.
Be ready to change. You have
to be flexible and open to the
changes that confront you. This
means facing new ideas, new
working environments, new
ways of doing things and even

new ways of viewing the world.
Be respectful. You cannot
earn the organization’s respect
unless you show your respect
to the organization. You should
respect your colleagues for
what they have accomplished.
The traditions and ways of the
organization may not make
sense to you, but they exist for a
reason.
In addition to these tips,
Ingrid Tineo, the assistant
director of the STARR Career
Development
Center,
said,
“Students should adapt a cando attitude and not refuse to
take on tasks that are not in the
job description.” She added,
“Students should volunteer to
help other colleagues, especially
if it gives [them] the opportunities
to learn different skills or meet
new people. Even if the jobs are
arduous, be pleasant.”
Making the transition from
college to the professional world
is difficult. Many students who
do not foresee the magnitude
of it may be surprised when
changes come. There is more to
learn about office etiquette than
the few points mentioned above.
To ease your transition, attend
the STARR Career Development
Center’s workshop, “Making
the Transition from College to
Professional” on Tuesday, April
28, from 12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.
in Room 5-165 of the Vertical
Campus. Students should take
proactive steps to adjust to the
workforce.
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On a mission to Flaunt Africa
BY LISA FRASER
STAFF WRITER

Founded by Uchenwa Njoku, a Baruch
student who was born in Nigeria, Flaunt Africa has set out to make a difference for African countries not only by providing necessary aid, but also by changing the way many
Americans perceive the continent. It is an organization that aims to do something slightly
different than others like it.
“When I tell people I grew up in Nigeria
and lived more comfortably than I do here
in New York, they find it very surprising and
hard to believe. I get questions like ‘So what
is Nigeria like? Do you guys have cars, PlayStations? What do you eat? How do you survive with all those animals around you? How
come you speak good English?’” said Njoku.
Questions such as these, which hint at the
misguided perceptions and general lack of
knowledge concerning Njoku’s homeland,
was what inspired the creation of Flaunt Africa.
“I realized that a lot of people have been
made to believe that people in Africa are
poor, sick and live with wild animals,” she
said. Njoku added that although this may be
true of some countries, these highly popularized images do not constitute Africa in general.
So, she decided to do something about
it. Njoku gathered a couple of friends who
shared her vision and also sought out potential members on Facebook and Idealist.org.
She began receiving resumes the next day.
Now, Flaunt Africa consists of 10 volunteers
from Idealist.org and five from Baruch.
“Everyone is committed to the organization because they share the same feeling and
feel like they are part of something worthwhile,” said Njoku.
The organization has many ambitious
goals. Rather than concentrate on one part of
Africa, they hope to reach all areas that could

use their help. “We don’t wish to work with
just one village or country; however, we hope
to accomplish significant transformation in
every village we visit,” said Njoku.
According to Njoku, the charity committee researches a number of African countries
and decides which one they will work with
based on the feasibility of getting aid to the
country, the country’s need and Flaunt Africa’s budget.
There is also a plan to establish teams in
each participating country; there is already a
Flaunt Africa Nigeria team.
The organization is currently working on
getting much needed supplies to countries
like Malawi and Togo. By June 1, they hope
to see their current book drive flourish, with
10,000 books making it across the Atlantic
and into the hands of children. So far, they
have 700 books.
In February, they successfully distributed
school stationary and other supplies to a
school of 100 students in Ozuitem, a village
in eastern Nigeria. Malaria medications and
treated mosquito nets, enough for 200 inhabitants of the village, were also handed out.
To maximize their effect, Flaunt Africa
plans to work with other nonprofit organizations based in the countries of their interest. The organization is also providing many
initiatives by focusing on areas like education, health and, soon, even economic development.
“Most poor students in African villages
don’t complete their education because they
have no one to pay for their entire school
education, [meaning] from nursery until
university level. Some of them only receive
a year or two’s scholarship and when that’s
gone, they’re practically done with school,”
said Njoku.
She added that while some students do
receive school funding, they often lack basic education essentials such as books, supplies, uniforms, well-trained teachers, well-
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Flaunt Africa donates school supplies and other basic essentials to less fortunate students in Africa.
equipped school facilities and even food.
“[This] is where Flaunt Africa comes in,” she
said. “We hope to tackle all of these hidden obstacles that can potentially prevent
a student from receiving a sound education
through our charity projects.”
Flaunt Africa plans to raise funds through
corporate and private donations and fundraising events. Though it is not a schoolbased club, they plan on collaborating with
clubs in different colleges to help raise funds
and conduct drives.
Their first event, a cultural exhibition and
fundraiser, will be held in December showcasing their fusion of entertainment, or what

they call “Flaunt-ertainment,” a division
promoting the hidden beauty and affluence
of Africa and charity that they say sets them
apart.
Through projects like the construction of
schools and health centers, facilitation of local trading and provision of other necessary
infrastructures for the communities, Njoku
hopes that through Flaunt Africa, people will
begin to recognize the developments in Africa and invest in its development.
“In the long run, say 10 years from now,
we hope to be the change Africa seeks today,”
she said.

Baruch spirituality gone south Andy Warhol on exhibit
BY AARON MONTEABARO

BY DIANA CABRAL

STAFF WRITER

STAFF WRITER

Religion has traditionally been
an important factor in the lives of
people across the world, but its role
in the everyday lives of Americans
is changing in ways that are apparent in college students, including
those at Baruch.
Though there are many religious student groups at Baruch,
and many more students who are
devout followers of a religion, they
by no means represent the majority. In fact, a recent poll showed
that the overwhelming majority of
Baruch students have a non-traditional practice of conventional
religions. Many of them freely associate themselves with a specific
group, most often that which their
parents follow, but interpret and
apply their religious beliefs to their
lives in their own way.
Mara Sabalones, a junior, identified herself as a Buddhist, the same
as her parents, but has put her own
spin on things. “I consider myself
more spiritual than religious,” she
said. According to Sabalones, cause
and effect is an important concept
in Buddhism, and keeping that in
mind helps shape the choices she
makes on a daily basis. She added
that in her opinion, most religions
are centered on the same ideas,
but have different rituals and traditions.
Senior Nichonar Peters said he
identifies himself as a Christian;
however, the ceremonies and customs do not hold any significance
for him, referring to his Catholic
upbringing as “going through the
motions.” Instead, his focus is now

“Everyone will be famous for
15 minutes” was Andy Warhol’s
famous maxim, and that adage is
now very much on display in an exhibit by the same name at the Sidney Mishkin Gallery.
The exhibit contains 80 photographs, only a portion of the 154
received through a grant from the
Andy Warhol Foundation for the
Visual Arts. They are part of the
Andy Warhol Photographic Legacy
Program.
An icon of the American Pop Art
movement of the 1960s, Andy Warhol is most famous for taking images and personalities from popular culture such as Marilyn Monroe,
Jackie Kennedy and Campbell’s
soup cans and turning them into
works of art that are still celebrated
today.
The photographs on display record more than a decade of public
and anonymous figures that together represent a unique portrait
by one of the most celebrated artists of the 20th century.
These images, many of which
were often captured by Polaroid camera, epitomize a body of
work that has never been seen by
the public. Warhol’s famous silkscreens are better known.
“These photographs were Warhol’s sketchbook and visual diary
because we see what he was seeing
and what he was doing,” said Sandra Kraskin, director of the Sidney
Mishkin Gallery. “It was a sketchbook because his photos were studies for his other work.”
On display are well-known peo-
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Hillel is one of the many religious student groups on campus.
on building a closer relationship
with God and he uses his beliefs to
improve the quality of his life and
the lives of those around him.
A number of students said they
actively practice their religion,
whether or not they held on to their
beliefs.
Anthony Otero, a freshman, said
that his beliefs play a central role in
his life and that they reflect the religious identity he inherited from his
family. Still, he does not follow a set
of strict religious guidelines.
“I try, but I don’t follow through
with it all the way,” he said. Though
he recites the Lord’s Prayer every
night, he only goes to church on
holidays and specific occasions, he
said.
Olga Skakundva, an international business major, said she does not

associate herself with a religious
group or belief system. While her
parents take an active part in a larger religious community, she does
not practice faith in her daily life.
“I’m not against it, but I don’t follow it,” she said.
Studies conducted on a larger
scale throughout the country have
shown results that reflect the opinions of the Baruch student body.
On March 9, The New York Daily
News published an article containing the results of these nation-wide
surveys, which show that people
around the country are shifting
their religious practices or claiming
no religion at all. According to the
article, about 12 percent of Americans believe in a higher power, but
not the personal God at the core of
monotheistic faiths.

ple such as Dolly Parton, Sylvester
Stallone and Yoko Ono with her son
Sean Lennon, but most of the portraits are of obscure or anonymous
individuals.
Warhol was drawn to the ordinary and commonplace as much as
to the glamour and splash of his era
of the 1970s and early 1980s A photograph on display of a man on an
airplane sleeping with his mouth
wide open is a testament to Warhol’s “15 minutes of fame” proverb.
The exhibition succeeds in provoking a sense of nostalgia for the
Polaroid snapshot, the pre-digital
technology that instantly captured
a moment in time. Through the exhibit, the gallery is preserving an
artifact of a bygone era in photography, as they have recently stopped
manufacturing the type of camera
Warhol used.
The Sidney Mishkin Gallery was
named in honor of the late Baruch
alum, class of 1934, and it has distinguished itself by presenting
small, museum-quality exhibitions
that highlight innovative scholarship, important artists and multicultural concerns.
“The exhibitions and programs
organized by the Mishkin Gallery
broaden and enrich the education
of Baruch College students, while
enhancing the cultural opportunities of the entire Baruch community,” said Kraskin.
The Andy Warhol exhibit is on
display until May 22 and the gallery
is open Monday to Friday, noon
to 5 p.m. and Thursday, noon to 7
p.m. It is located at 135 E. 22 St. in
the Administration Building.
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Tweeting takes over
BY STEVE GUTTBINDER
STAFF WRITER

Twitter is a social networking
site that allows users to “microblog” about their lives using 140character posts from almost any
electronic device that has a keyboard. Users of Twitter call this act
“tweeting” and it’s taken over the
lives of more than seven million
tech-obsessed souls all around the
world.
Twitter is officially part of the
Web 2.0 revolution, but what exactly is the point of “tweeting”? It
started in 2006 when founder Jack
Dorsey of San Francisco felt that
people should be able to easily
connect with their friends and family by ways of answering one simple
question: “What are you doing?”
From this vision, Twitter was born.
One of the reasons that the Twitter platform has become so remarkably popular in just three years is
the fact that it creates a user experience that builds on social networking sites that Twitter users already
use. Twitter is extremely easy to
implement into popular sites such
as WordPress, Blogger, Tumblr
and Facebook, and allows users
to update multiple sites at once.
Software developers have already
created hundreds of applications
that allow for instant tweeting on
popular devices like iPhones and
Blackberries. Users needn’t have a
smartphone in order to use Twitter;
they can text updates using a standard cellphone into a custom number created by a Twitter account.
Twitter can be used to stay upto-date with friends, family, favorite movie stars and almost anyone
or anything else of interest, including political party campaigns and
special sales from favorite stores.
Twitter has common ground
with certain networking sites that
make it difficult to attract new users. Avid Facebook users feel that
there is no need for Twitter due to
the fact that Facebook status updates already satisfy their need for
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The popular networking site, Twitter, has over seven million users obsessed with “tweeting.’”
daily updates. Facebook has over
65 million users worldwide.
Businesses and marketing agencies have started to implement
Twitter into their promotional
campaigns and advertising strategies. Staying on top of the newest
technologies is what can make or
break a business. Rickshaw Dumplings on 23rd St. uses Twitter to update its hungry followers on the location of its mobile dumpling truck
and Starbucks Coffee just finished

a Twitter campaign that gave out
free drink coupons for users that
tweeted on their blog.
NYU has a student-run Twitter (NYULocal) that feeds updates
about the university to all of its followers regarding everything from
news on campus to cafeteria barricades.
Even townships around the
United States are getting into the
Twitter craze to update their residents about town hall meetings

and emergencies.
Twitter scavenger hunts are becoming the new rage with contests
popping up all over the United
States’ major metropolitan areas
that yield prizes ranging from talk
show tickets to job offers.
So what’s the point of Twitter? It
seems like it can be just about anything one wants it to be.
Dorsey claims, “It’s simply all
what you make of it.”

Interest builds for new master’s degree
BY SABRINA SMITH
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

The department of psychology
is planning to introduce a master’s
degree in Clinical Mental Health
Counseling, a two-year program
that will allow psychology
majors to become licensed
in this field of study.
According
to
Professor Nita Lutwak,
acting chair of the
pending program, the
prospective degree is
in its preliminary stage
and the department
is
conducting
surveys to get an idea
of the potential number
of students interested in
participating. Following the
survey, a proposal must be drawn
up and approved by the college,
the Weissman School, CUNY
central and the State Education
Department.
In the event that plans go
through successfully, a core clinical
faculty will be established for
teaching and advising.
The
anticipated
master’s
program will include classes such as
clinical mental health counseling,
developmental
psychology,

Hope for
peanut
allergy
sufferers

abnormal psychology, as well as a
practicum in counseling.
Students will also
be required

to
fulfill
an internship with their choice of
location within the New York area.
In 2005, the New York State
Education Department changed
their standards for becoming mental
health professionals. According to
the department’s mental health
counseling requirements, section
52.32 of regulation states that

counselors are mandated to have
a master’s or higher degree in
order to be considered
legitimate workers
in the field. With
this change,
students
w i l l
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have
to meet the needs
of the
advancements
in
the job description.
“The benefit is huge because
there are more job opportunities for
students with a licensed master’s

degree than those without,” said
Lutwak.
In addition to the extensive
availability of jobs, students
would also be able to open their
own private practice as licensed
practitioners.
Based on the Occupational
Outlook Handbook, mental health
counselors on average can make
between $31,000 and $53,000
annually, depending on job
location and area of counseling.
“What is so unique about
the program compared to
those outside of the college is
that students will be able to
bring something legitimate
to potential jobs, and this is a
terminal degree, so there will
be no need to go beyond the two
years.”
The
psychology
master’s
program is expected to begin in
fall of 2010, but there is not yet a
definite to its initiation.
“There is a big ‘if,’ but we are
cautiously optimistic because these
are some trying times, economically
speaking,” said Lutwak.
The letter of intent for the start
of the program has recently been
approved by the Weissman School
of Arts and Sciences.

Researchers at the Arkansas
Children’s Hospital in Little Rock
have recently given five children,
once allergic to peanuts, the ability
to enjoy any peanut product without an allergic response.
Instead of medication, surgery
or any intrusive procedure, they
used a very gradual introduction of
peanuts into the patient’s diet. The
peanut allergy is the most prevalent
food allergy, affecting more than
1.5 million Americans.
Peanut allergies place a significant burden on a family and the
allergy sufferer, but this treatment
seems to have potential in providing an inexpensive and symptomfree cure for some children.
The study consisted of 29 children allergic to peanuts. The researchers gradually introduced
very small quantities of peanuts
into their diets. The first serving was
smaller than 1/1000th of a peanut.
It was then increased to 13 and then
15 peanuts after eight months.
Children, who previously experienced symptoms like hives, shortness of breath, rapid pulse, runny
nose and digestive problems after
eating only small portions of peanuts, were able to consume 13 to 15
peanuts without showing any allergic reaction. Five out of the 29 children were completely cured of their
peanut allergy, giving researchers
hope that this will eliminate certain
allergies.
The team at the Arkansas Children’s Hospital conducted another
study featuring a placebo group
with a sample size of 10 children.
Five of the peanut-allergic children were given the treatment and
the other group of five was given a
placebo. After a year, the researchers reached the same conclusion:
gradual increases in peanut consumption decreases the allergic
response of the patient and may
completely rid the allergy.
Although this treatment offers
much hope for peanut allergy sufferers, Robert Wood, a pediatric allergist at Johns Hopkins University
in Baltimore, said to ScienceNews,
“These are preliminary, small studies that are not yet giving us a final answer on the best treatment
methods.”
This study focused on small
sample sizes with children around
five years old. This theory has yet to
be studied on a wider scale, incorporating more of the population to
control for variation. If the results
are replicated, the treatment can
be considered effective in ridding
some people of their peanut allergies. Until further research and FDA
approval is given, no peanut allergy
sufferer should try this at home.
The FDA has also issued a widespread recall of most peanut products. Traces of salmonella were
found in a major distributor’s product, which has led to the recall of
everything from different peanut
butters to Keebler Elf peanut butter
cookies. You can visit FDA.gov to
see all the recalled peanut products
to ensure you don’t have any that
are mentioned. It is also advised
that people not affected by peanut
allergies to avoid peanuts for the
duration of the FDA recall.
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Automated life ends in murder
BY HASSAN NOVOA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Sophie
Treadwell”s
1928
Industrial Era metaphor on
dehumanization, Machinal, could
easily be presented as a glaring
automaton cliché.
Love makes us do strange things.
The absence of love can make us do
things that are even more strange
and desperate, like being with
someone you don’t like, just to
escape being alone.
In director Brian Rhinehart’s
production, this Expressionist-style
drama inspires a small miracle: the
robotic vacancy of the characters,
swept into a cold assembly-line
world, serving as a portal into their
stunted humanity
Though scant in surroundings,
the lighting and video images
that serve as a backdrop help to
establish the mood and emphasize
the production’s changing tone.
Much like an expressionist
painting, the images that are set
as the backdrop may not make
complete sense on their own, but
when combined with the acting
from the talented cast, everything
comes together to create a bleak
and despondent scene.
The sound of construction,
frantic button mashing and buzzing
is punctuated by piano music that
aids in accentuating the conflict
between robotic and human in the
play.
Fatima Amr plays the lead
role, Helen, and has soft face that
wouldn’t be expected of a woman
who meets such a tragic end.
It’s hard to tell whether Helen
is merely overwhelmed by her life
or has had her mind shattered by
it, however, Amr does a fine job
convincing the audience of the
latter.
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Machinal, starring Fatima Amr and Vincent Pullara, debuted on March 31.
Her environment is a swarm of
frenzied activity, and her manic
soliloquies are as adrenaline
abbreviated as a Kenneth Fearing
poem.
These sensory fusillades serve
to intensify the production’s few
intimate moments — including her
tryst with a mercenary soldier who
tells of once using a bottle filled
with rocks to kill his captor and
her later contemplation of killing
her husband with a bottle and the
gravel in a potted houseplant
Opposite Amr is Vincent Pullara,

playing George H. Jones, Helen’s
boss turned husband. When we first
meet him he seems to be a rather
simple and wealthy entrepreneur,
we later find out what he’s really like
during a gruesome scene, following
the marriage, where it is seems like
he rapes Helen.
Pullara is spectacular as Jones,
and although he is given little face
time he manages to convey a certain
strong feeling of discomfort to the
audience, forcing them to feel the
same way Helen does about him.
The cast does a good job at

completing the metaphor of
how mechanical life can be. The
manic exchange that is witnessed
in the first scene sets the tone
and is as haunting as the rigid,
seemingly plastic movements and
conversation only escalates.
What started as a routine,
almost assembly line like exchange
between the four starting workers
continues and the cast loses more of
its humanity as the play continues.
The cast does a fine job of
perpetuating the play’s coldness,
as Helen awaits her execution the

priest routinely reads her last rites
and the guards are indifferent to
her cries as the barber shaves her
head.
It is not often that a revival of
a 73 year-old play is capable of
making the script feel as fresh,
vibrant, relevant and revitalizing
as if it were written yesterday. Like
Helen’s own execution, Machinal
offers no visible redemption, only
the freedom and peace that a
person like Helen could feel when
all they wanted is to be “let alone.”

Vagina Warriors take over Baruch
BY NASTASIYA KOROLKOVA
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Eve Ensler’s “The Vagina
Monologues,” delivered a doublehitter on Tuesday, March 31 and
Wednesday, April 1. The actors
joined millions around the globe
as part of the V-Day movement to
stop violence against women and
girls. The performance also topped
off the Women’s History Month
Celebration at Baruch College.
This year’s Vagina Warriors
consisted of many veterans,
including actors Jennifer Alvarez,
Jessica Green, Anna Kovziridze and
Vanessa Rosario, who each returned
after performing in previous years.
“I got such a rush from
performing last year that I knew
I definitely wanted to do it again
this year,” explained second-time
performer Alvarez.
Experienced ladies also made
up the production aspect, including
producer
Isabela
Fernandes,
assistant director and actor Janet
Juvier, and director and actor
Alla Zayenchik. “I got involved as
director this year because I was
inspired by the show’s kick-ass
energy,” explained Zayenchik.
“Performing in the monologues for
the first time [last year] made me
want to get proactive [and] not be
reactive.”
In addition, the show also
featured several courageous and
expressive first-timers, including
actors Alany Coello, Belinda Keats,

Justine Kharnak and Nadia Pascall,
as well as stage manager Soleil
Feliz.
“At first, in rehearsal, I would
cringe sometimes because I thought
to myself, ‘How could someone
go on stage and say this in front
of people?’” confessed Kharnak.
“[However], the most rewarding
experience was standing on that
stage and saying my monologue
and just hearing the crowd embrace
me. It was this amazing mix of
adrenaline, bravery and fun.”
While each person had her own
reason for getting involved in the
Vagina Monologues, they were all
united in their ultimate purpose to
promote the empowerment, selfacceptance and love of women.
Even though the monologues
were staged, the issues addressed
were real and for some, hit very
close to home.
“A little less than two years ago
I was date-raped by my boss at the
time,” shared Fernandes. “I went
through a long journey of recovery,
but I didn’t do it alone. It takes a lot
of help and support from all your
loved ones and a lot of counseling.”
She added, “I am extremely thankful
for the opportunity to produce “The
Vagina Monologues” and be able to
give back, not as a victim, but as a
survivor of sexual assault.”
Unfortunately,
Fernandes’
experience is not uncommon.
According to the Rape, Abuse, &
Incest National Network, one out of
every six women in America will be

raped in her lifetime.
“The thing is a lot of people
experience
similar
things
throughout their lifetime,” said
Pascall. “By hearing the words
of other women through us, the
performers, they may be able to
realize that they are not alone in
their struggles as women and that
if they need help there are places
available for them to get that help.”
Participating in the V-Day also
allowed the young women to
connect with each other, helping
them battle through some of the
tougher aspects of production,
particularly juggling course work
and internships with memorizing
lines and practicing delivery.
“This year, every time there was
rehearsal, I had class,” said Alvarez.
“Therefore, I didn’t really get much
feedback on my piece until the
week before the show.”
Other challenges arose on the
technical aspect of production,
especially with reserving backto-back performance dates at the
BPAC. “We [even] had to change the
show dates twice,” said Fernandez.
However, “It was worth the
persistence because we were able
to succeed and have two amazing
shows.
Performing in the Vagina
Monologues allowed the actors
to join women across the globe
in the V-Day spirit of “creating
and thriving.” By delivering heartwrenching messages, often using
side-tickling techniques, they
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The Vagina Warriors pose after a successful performance on Tuesday, April 1.
connected directly with audience
members.
Some performances tugged at
the heartstrings. In “The Flood,”
Keats impersonated a 72-yearold woman so embarrassed by a
girlhood orgasm she wouldn’t let
anyone else “down there.” Pascall
performed as a sexually abused
preteen in the 1970s that found her
confidence with an older woman
in “The Little Coochie Snorcher
That Could.” In “My Vagina Was
My Village,” Rosario paid tribute
to women raped during the war in
Bosnia and Kosovo.

In addition to promoting
awareness, sisterhood and the
empowerment of women and girls,
the Vagina Warriors raised over
$1,000 in ticket sales for the Vagina
Monologues. All proceeds from the
show were donated to the V-Day
organization and the Sexual Assault
& Violence Intervention Program at
Mount Sinai.
If you are interested in becoming
involved in the Vagina Monologues,
e-mail BaruchVW@yahoo.com. For
more information about V-Day, log
on to vday.org.
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IVCF offers inpirational entertainment
BY JHANEEL LOCKHART
FEATURES EDITOR

On April 2, Baruch College’s
Intervarsity Christian Fellowship
hosted the Baruch Live concert,
giving students a chance to enjoy
good music and unwind after a
challenging and intense midterm
week.
The event was designed to help
students see Christianity from an
atypical perspective.
The theme of this year’s concert
was Re-Imagine, which was
illustrated by a graphic displayed
at the end of the event. The word
“Re-Imagine” was formed with old,
unwanted objects, such as a pair of
discarded sneakers and a clothes
hanger.
“We want to see a re-imagined
America,” IVCF President Justin
Mattera told the audience. He
also added that Intervarsity exists
because the group believes that
God has a divine plan and purpose
for everyone and they want to see
everyone reach their full potential.
“We are the future generation,”
he said. “We have to start living up
to that potential now.”
This year’s show featured
a number of exciting musical
performances including songs by
Lazarus, an entertainer whose style
can best be described as a mixture
of reggaeton and rap.
A few IVCF members also
presented a provocative silent
drama, which was set to blaring
music and contained slightly
violent images.
The concert started about 15
minutes late with comments from
Mattera who acted as MC. He
introduced the event and tried to
pump up the audience, who at first
were tentative and uninvolved.
However, the mood improved
as the night progressed and the

performances
just
f
j t kept
k t getting
tti
better.
One of the highlights of the
night was the performance by rock
band Double Edge, who played a
number of high-energy songs that
kept the crowd on their feet.
The lead singer’s wailing voice
accompanied by the guitarist’s earsplitting screeches and the crowd’s
violent head bobbing provided an
authentic mosh pit feel, while the
lyrics kept everyone grounded and
reminded them of the occasion.
Another crowd favorite was
rapper C-lite. His call-andresponse style of rap, combined
with his energy and his ability to
rap at Twista-like speeds, kept the
audience engaged and wanting
more.
Short videos made by the
members of IVCF were interspersed
between
the
performances.
Modeled after television novellas,
“American Idol” and even “That ’70s
Show,” the videos had the audience

laughing,
sometimes
hysterically,
l
hi
ti
h t i ll
throughout the night.
The evening ended with an
interesting message from the guest
speaker who was introduced as
Randy Goudeau, a pastor from
Louisiana who shared his story of
personal salvation.
He kept the audience’s interest
with his often humorous stories
and his easy-going speaking style.
Things got a little more serious,
however, when he beseeched the
audience to change their lives and
started touching on emotional
issues such as the effects of absent
fathers on their children’s lives.
He ended by inviting people
to join him on the stage where he
prayed for them before they were
given gifts.
It was in this thoughtful and
subdued mood that students
lingered at the information tables,
chatting with the performers and
enjoying easy conversation with
their friends over donuts.
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Lifestyles
Topshop brings model trends to NY
BY MARTINA MICKO
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

In the U.K., Topshop is known as
the fashion destination. The brand
has become a phenomenon with
over 300 stores across England.
With the arrival of Kate Moss’s
collection and cutting edge fashion
at affordable prices, the rage is
understandable.
The store opened a flagship in
Soho on April 2. Glamour magazine
states, “There’s stuff to suit every
style, shape and age.” The largest
Topshop store is located in Oxford
Circus, U.K. It is a huge minimall-like 90,000 square-foot store
that attracts about 20,000 visitors
daily, and more than half buy
something. The Oxford Circus store
is the world’s largest fashion store
offering amenities such as onehour tailoring service and personal
shopping delivery.
Besides offering its own signature
brand, it has been in collaboration
with model Kate Moss since 2007.
The store also offers clothes from
other British designers such as
Preen and Jonathan Saunders.
For the last couple of years,
Kate Moss has been a big part
of the development of the store.
Currently, Moss is showing her
ninth collection in stores. “Kate
has all the ingredients to be at the
sharp end of the marketplace,” says
Sir Philip Green, owner of parent
company Arcadia Group, in an
article on msn.com.
As for Moss, she loves the brand.
Some of her personal style tips on
katemosstopshop.com are, “When
going out for the evening, think
about your arrival — the accidental
pairing of a battered leather jacket
and floor sweeping gown looks
amazing and effortless, as does an
embroidered evening jacket paired
with your old jeans.” The typical
buyer of her collection is a young,
style-savvy music lover.
Moss’s latest collection is a
selection of feminine prints, along
with flirty fringe and rock-girl style.
According to telegraph.co.uk, “Her
designs are the upshot not just of
how Kate Moss thinks something
should look, but also how it should
feel on the body. ‘That’s what it’s
all about for me: fit,’ Moss trills.
‘From being a model and doing
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Located in SoHo, Kate Moss’s new collection attracts shoppers.
fittings with really great designers,
you do learn what feels right and
looks right. It’s like, most people
know when a pair of jeans fits them
really well. It’s the same thing.’” The
collection also has body-hugging
dresses and printed camisoles.
Besides clothing, the store also
offers a wide range of accessories.
Items such as handbags and jewelry
are found throughout the store. The
third floor has a wide variety of
shoes that are found in the “shoe
lounge.”
Walking into the store, the
atmosphere is hip with a live DJ

spinning the latest hits. The first
floor offers women’s clothing
and accessories. There is a wide
selection of fun, girly clothing,
including ruffles and prints.
The second floor holds Kate
Moss’s collection. The clothing is
trendy and sophisticated; perfect
for a night out. Throughout the
store, there is a wide variety of bold
jewelry. Big and sparkle seems to
be the store trend for jewelry, which
makes it the perfect place for going
out accessories and clothing.
The top floor also has
sophisticated clothing as well as

shoes. The “shoe lounge” is filled
with many unique and colorful
heels. The style can be described as
Urban Outfitters meets the runway.
With a wide variety of shoes from
flats to heels, one doesn’t know
where to start. between strappy
heels as well as gladiator, and heels
with ribbons, a true shoe lovers
paradise.
Topman is located on the lower
level and is dedicated to male
customers. The style is European,
with bright colors and casual
pieces.
Overall, the store is a perfect fit

for the Soho neighborhood. It has
many trendy items to offer. The
clothing and accessories are good
quality and are durable, which
makes them worth it. The prices are
a bit high, but this is British fashion
in New York City.
Topshop offers styles for
everyone. There were some pieces
that are casual and girly. Others are
more punk, with fun prints. When
you need to be sophisticated or
need a great party outfit, Topshop
is the place to go. With the wide
variety of clothing and accessories,
you‘ll be sure to find something.

Learn CPR and you could save a life
BY WILLIAM BATTAGLIA
OPINIONS EDITOR

You’re in a restaurant with a friend and the
gentleman seated at the table next to you goes into
cardiac arrest. Your natural instinct is to panic, but
quickly thereafter, you wonder how can I help save this
man’s life?
Perhaps if you knew CPR, or Cardiopulmonary
Resuscitation, you would be able to buy some time
for this man until the emergency medical technicians
arrive. Cardiac arrest waits for no one. Knowing how
to administer CPR can double a victim’s chance of
survival until advanced help arrives.
Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation is a combination
of rescue breathing and chest compressions delivered
to victims thought to be in cardiac arrest. It helps
maintain vital blood flow to the heart and brain. While
CPR can help save lives, it needs to be done within the
first few minutes for the victim to have any chance of
surviving.
According to the American Heart Association,
“Studies have repeatedly shown the importance of
immediate bystander CPR plus defibrillation within 3-5
minutes of collapse to improve survival from sudden
ventricular fibrillation cardiac arrest.”
A victim’s chances of survival fall 7 to 10 percent for
every minute of delay until defibrillation, the process
by which an electronic device gives an electric shock
to the heart.
According to the Red Cross, “Sudden cardiac arrest

claims the lives of 166,000 people in this country every
year. Sadly, an astonishing 94 percent of people who
suffer sudden cardiac arrest die before reaching a
hospital.”
Both the American Heart Association and the
Red Cross have taught the process, a combination
of 15 chest compressions followed by two breaths
to the mouth, for over 40 years. The American Heart
Association offers many helpful guidelines.
First, check to see if the person is conscious. Do not
begin CPR if the victim is conscious. If the patient isn’t
breathing or doesn’t have a pulse, then you may begin
CPR. Otherwise, call 911 or other emergency services.
Next, check for breathing for five to 10 seconds. If
the individual is not breathing normally, roll the person
onto his or her back on a firm, flat surface. Kneel next
to the person with your head close to his or her head.
Look to see if the person’s chest rises and falls. Listen
for breathing sounds. Put your cheek near the person’s
mouth and nose to feel whether air is moving out.
At this point, if the individual is still unconscious,
then it is safe to begin rescue breaths and chest
compressions, although studies have shown that CPR
can work well with chest compressions alone.
According to the American Heart Association,
“About 75 to 80 percent of all out-of-hospital cardiac
arrests happen at home, so being trained to perform
cardiopulmonary resuscitation can mean the difference
between life and death for a loved one.”
Do you need any more incentive to learn CPR?
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Brazilian wax ban
BY ALYSSA TROPEA
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

DAILYSTYLEGUIDE.COM

Women today are going to
extremes to perfect their bodies.
Body hair removal has become a
painful and an expensive part of
this process. Brazilian waxing is a
type of waxing procedure in which
unwanted hair is removed from
the vaginal area. It removes hair
beyond the bikini line, from front
to back. But according to Fox News,
the Brazilian wax has become more
than just a painfully expensive
experience; it’s cause for serious
concern to women everywhere.
According to Fox, one 20-yearold woman in Melborne, Australia
almost lost her life due to the
routine procedure. Fox News states
the young woman was “admitted
in the hospital with a high fever,
excruciating pain, grossly swollen
genitalia, and a rash across her
chest and neck. Once blood tests
were taken, a potentially deadly
infectious bacteria, Streptococcus
pyogenes, came back positive.

According to the report, the
woman had Type 1 Diabetes that
was unmanaged, which created a
weak immune system. Therefore,
Fox warns that “anyone with a
compromised immune system,
including diabetics and people
infected with HIV,” should think
twice about waxing.
However, in Trenton, NJ, for
two women that were infected
after receiving Brazilian waxes,
the warning was not enough. The
state Board of Cosmetology and
Hairstyling tried to ban the Brazilian
wax in New Jersey, specifically to
the genitals. On April 25, “a ban
on genital waxing scheduled to
take effect” states upi.com. “Even
if inspectors are not enforcing the
ban, it poses a significant risk to
salon and spa owners because
their insurance carrier is not going
to cover them,” Rosemary Weiner,
chairwoman of the Association of
Salon and Spa Professionals in New
Jersey, told The New York Daily
News.”
Although Brazilian waxing is
still legal, the dangers are very real.
Beautytreatmentexpert.co.uk says
your first impression of the salon
is key and that you should “take a
look around. Is the salon tidy and
well looked after, or is there an air
of neglect?” The website also states,
“If someone is about to give you a
treatment – perhaps a waxing which
will involve delicate areas and the
opportunity for infection, they
must wash their hands thoroughly
or use protective gloves.” If your
salon refuses to wash their hands
or wear gloves, walk away.
The risk of getting an infection is
putting your life in danger and no
beauty treatment is worth that risk.
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Tennis star’s perfect match
BY MARIANE ST-MAURICE
SPORTS EDITOR

For Fedor Khrushchev, finding
Baruch College, his fourth college,
was a perfect match at the end of
a long journey. He first attended
school in his hometown of St. Petersburg, Russia, but moved to the
United States after a year for the
business education and Division I
tennis programs available here.
His first stop was Alcorn State
University in Mississippi, where
he played two seasons of Division
I tennis. “It wasn’t a very exciting
place to be, but they had a good
tennis program,” said the 24-yearold athlete. Next, Khrushchev attended Benedictine College, a
small, private Catholic university in
Atchison, Ky.
“It was pretty weird for me,” said
Khrushchev of that environment.
He had to leave after just one
year however, because Benedictine’s tennis program, which had
been his way in, was cancelled at
the end of the season. So Khrushchev started searching for an affordable school with a tennis
program. To complicate matters
further, finding a Division I school
proved to be a challenge since he
only had one semester of eligibility
left. “If I underperformed, a coach
would have been wasting scholarship money on me because I can’t
improve for the next season,” explained Khrushchev. “They had no
way of controlling me.”
He went on Collegeboard.com,
where Baruch came up as a match
for all the things he was looking for.
“I wanted to major in finance, have
something in a metropolitan area
and I wanted to play tennis,” said
Khrushchev. He then got in contact
with the school’s tennis head coach,
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Florin Giuclescu, who helped him
with paperwork and got him in.
Although all four of the universities Khrushchev attended have
their differences, the one thing
that carried him through was tennis. He has been playing since the
age of six, when his parents introduced him to the sport and all but
made him play. “I always wanted
to do something more exciting, like
motorcycle racing or boxing,” said
Khrushchev with a smile. “But my
mom never let me.”
Tennis soon became an integral
part of his life and has taken only
one year off from the sport due to

an elbow injury at the age of 15. He
took advantage of that year to try
motorcycle racing, but he ended up
going back to tennis despite himself.
“I started playing again because
I needed to. Tennis has become a
part of my life,” explained Khrushchev. “It’s like brushing your teeth
in the morning. You just feel different if you don’t do it.”
Khrushchev also realized that
because of the amount of time he
had already put into tennis, he
would never be as good in another
sport. Now, he practices at least
four to five times a week with the
Bearcats, for a couple of hours each
time. Instead of seeing the practices
as a monotonous routine, Khrushchev puts a positive spin on them.
“Consistent improvement has become my routine,” he said.
Yet Khrushchev doesn’t see
himself playing tennis professionally. “When I was a teenager, sure
I wanted to be the next Pete Sampras,” said Khrushchev. Age, however, has apparently made him
more realistic. “You want to reach
your best, but you also want to have
other life experiences in your life.”
The same line of thought is
what makes school Khrushchev’s
current focus. Although he looks
forward to the next season he will
play as a Bearcat, he is hoping that
after that, his next stop will be the
corporate world. “I’m just sick of
the undergraduate environment.
I’m 24 years old, I need to move on
from college.”
Again, Khrushchev will look
for a job that is a good fit for him;
something that makes him happy
no matter the country it takes him
to.
“I feel like I’ll have to learn
something for the rest of my life,” he
said. “Learning never stops.”
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Sports
Undefeated in conference
BY TIMOTHY PETROPOULOS
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

More than halfway into the season, the Bearcats baseball team
finds itself in first place of the CUNY
Athletic Conference, with a perfect
6-0 conference record and a 12-7-1
overall record, one game ahead of
the 6-2 John Jay Bloodhounds.
Since returning from their trip
to Cocoa Beach, Fla., the Bearcats
have been on fire, going 8-2, and
defeating teams by an average of
almost seven runs per game in the
process.
The Bearcats opened their 2009
CUNYAC schedule on March 28
with a double header against John
Jay, sweeping both games against
the team who looks to be Baruch’s
toughest competitor by a score of
5-3.
The first game featured good
pitching and timely hitting for
Baruch, as starting pitcher David Chestnut and relievers Ryan
McGuire, who recorded the win,
and Joseph Valentin, who recorded
the save, combined to give up only
seven hits and three runs while
striking out five in the 10-inning affair.
Tied 3-3 after nine innings,
catcher Manuel Guerrero singled to
lead off the inning and was lifted for
speedy pinch runner John Avona,
who promptly stole second. Avona
would score on a clutch double by
shortstop Jorge Rosado to put the
game in the win column for the
Bearcats, who added another insurance run later in the inning to

win 5-3.
The second game was more of
the same story for the Bearcats.
This time it was Kellin Bliss and
McGuire who combined to strike
out eight, en route to another 5-3
victory. Valentin highlighted the offense, going 2-for-4 with an RBI.
Next on tap in the conference
schedule was another doubleheader, against York College, in which
Baruch won in a completely different fashion.
The first game was a slugfest in
which Arturo Ledesma and Guerrero each hit solo home runs, and
Valentin went 3-for-4 with two singles, a double and two RBIs. Rosado and Ledesma also scored three
runs each.
The second game was a masterpiece of a pitching performance by
Chestnut, who pitched a complete
game one-hitter, striking out five
and leading Baruch to the 2-0 victory and series sweep.
Next for the Bearcats was a double-header against Mitchell, and
there would be no need for a onehitter in this series. The Bearcats
completely dominated Mitchell
in this series, winning both games
by scores of 20-8 and 21-4, respectively.
Rosado had a monster game
in the first game, going 4-for-6,
with two home runs and four RBIs.
Ledesma, Chestnut, Benjamin
Riofrio and Valentin each had three
hits as well, in this 23-hit route by
the Bearcats.
It didn’t get any better for
Mitchell in the second game, as

BY MARIANE ST-MAURICE
SPORTS EDITOR

After conquering the CUNY Athletic Conference championship late
last month for the third time in four
years, the men’s volleyball team
earned a berth in the North Eastern
Collegiate Volleyball Association
tournament, on Friday, April 3.
Their first opponent was Medaille College, whom the Bearcats
faced and lost to earlier in the
season. This time, however, things
played out differently. “We won
pretty easily,” said Head Coach Allison Gunther a few weeks later, explaining that for their first encounter, the Bearcats were missing two
of their starters.
“We were confident we’d beat
them,” she added about the NECVA tournament. She was right, as
Baruch walked away with an easy
score of 30-28, 30-15 and 30-23.
Shortly after, the team faced nationally ranked No. 3 Rivier College
in the tournament quarterfinals, in
a game that ended up being one of
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After six conference games, the baseball team remains undefeated in CUNYAC.
the Bearcats pounded out another
18 hits in the second game. It was
highlighted by Thomas Daly’s
4-for-5, six-RBI day, and Rasado’s
third home run of the series and
fifth of the season.

The Bearcats looked to continue their dominance of the CUNY
conference against Lehman, on
Saturday, and then again on April
25, against the College of Staten Island.

Still riding the roller coaster
BY JOSEPH CAFARELLI
SENIOR STAFF WRITER
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The softball team digs in to try and improve on their 17-13 record.

Brilliant
finish for
volleyball

As the softball team enters the
home stretch of the 2009 regular
season, the tight-knit group of 13
girls hopes to secure one of the top
spots in the conference playoffs,
which begins on April 29.
Baruch lost two games to the
College of Staten Island Dolphins
in a doubleheader on April 5.
Losing both games 8-0 and 11-1,
the match-up proved that the
Bearcat team was a far cry from the
team that had played CSI earlier in
the season with much closer scores
of 8-6 and 7-2.
Baruch was able to shake off
the disappointing show against the
Dolphins by winning six of their
next 10 games, against both inconference and out-of-conference
opponents.
The bats came alive in a
doubleheader on April 8 in a
dismantling of the Lehman College
Lightning as Baruch won by
scores of 21-0 and 14-0. Neither
game was ever in doubt for the
Bearcats, whose starting pitchers
Andrea Tepfer and Lynn Schiano
dominated the Lightning. Tepfer
pitched five no-hit innings before
the game was called because of the
mercy rule. Schiano followed up
her teammate’s epic performance
in the second game giving up only
one hit.
Following losses to New Jersey
City University and a split against
the College of Old Westbury,
Baruch squared off against Hunter
College on April 12.
Baruch was able to defeat

Hunter in the first game by a score
of 2-1 with Tepfer going all seven
innings giving up just three hits and
one run, while striking out seven.
Tepfer helped her own cause at
the plate by singling in shortstop
Melissa Pena, who collected three
hits in the game. Pena’s double in
the third inning allowed outfielder
Chrystal Sanchez to score the goahead run in the game.
Senior
Michelle
Miecuna
said after the game that Baruch’s
strength was “everything clicking.
Our offense came together and we
played flawless defense.”
The second game was a different
story as Baruch fell to Hunter by a
score of 8-2.
“[We were] too excited about our
win and we let our guard down […]
once we realized our hitting wasn’t
there, we tried to overcompensate,”
said Miecuna.
Baruch will be facing some of
the toughest competition they
have seen all season as they wrap
up the regular season. They will
go on the road to Richard Stockton
University and Montclair State
University, two of the top teams in
the competitive New Jersey Athletic
Conference. In addition, they will
play doubleheaders against Drew
University and Manhattanville
College, before wrapping things up
with Senior Day against City Tech
on April 25.
While the upcoming competition
may be tough on paper, the team
remains undeterred.
“We try not to focus in on who
we’re playing. We know that every
team we face is good and we have
to bring our A game every single
time,” said Miecuna.

“No one outside
our team
thought we
could win.”
-Allison Gunther
Head coach, men’s volleyball
the major upsets of the weekend.
Although Baruch had lost twice
to Rivier in the past, Gunther had
faith in her team.
“No one outside our team
thought we could win,” she said. “I
mean they’re good, but they’re not
unbeatable.” Gunther attributes the
victory in part to the tough schedule the Bearcats had toward the
end of the season, which brought
them to their peak just in time. Rivier, on the other hand, did not finish the season with a challenging
schedule and therefore went into
the tournament a bit more relaxed.
The outcome was a five-set victory
in Baruch’s favor with scores 30-28,
28-30, 30-27, 25-30 and 28-160.
No more than two hours later,
the Bearcats found themselves as
far as any Baruch team had previously made it: the semifinals.
There, they faced nationally ranked
No. 6 Stevens Tech, whom Gunther
said should have been first, but was
held back due to constant injuries.
“They had no more injuries, so I
knew they’d be very strong,” said
Gunther.
In what turned out to be the culmination of a very exciting week for
the Bearcats, Stevens Tech defeated
them in four sets with scores 30-22,
30-15, 26-30 and 30-24.
“We didn’t play our best match
and they played phenomenal,” said
Gunther.
Nevertheless, the team left the
tournament happy and proud of
their accomplishments and their
season. Though they brought home
no individual awards from the
NECVAs, Gunther maintains that
the results speak for themselves
and that she could not have asked
for more.
“This year was so much fun,”
said Gunther. “As coach, it was my
best season ever.”

